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Have a good weekend!

DATES FORDIARIES

Monday 15th January After-school activity clubs start (No Gardening)
Wednesday 17th January Dental examination (Reception & Year 1)
Thursday 18th January 6AM Class Assembly (9:00)

Please remember to subscribe to our online calendar so that you receive
automatic updates into your own calendar.

START OF TERM INFORMATION

As we welcome the children back to school at the start of a new term, we hope that everyone has had
a restful break. It was lovely to see the children coming back, raring to go, picking up from where they
left off in the Autumn term. Please see the information below to help you plan for the term ahead:
o After-school activity clubs start next week (except Gardening club which starts on Monday 22nd
January). They will continue throughout the term with no break, finishing on Friday 22nd March.
e The next round of Parental Consultations will be in the week of 25th March, with a later
appointments available on Wednesday 27th. You will receive information about this after February
half term.

o Class Assemblies are continuing. Please check the school calendar on our website (link above) for
upcoming dates.

o If you have a child who is due to start Reception in September 2024, the deadline to apply for
place is 11:59pm on Monday 15th January. Further details on the LBWF website.

Goodbye but not farewell!

Next Friday, one of our wonderful TAs, Miss Nil Demir, will be leaving The Winns to take a well-
earned break and spend some time travelling. Nil has been a key person across KS1 over the last two
years, as well as inspiring lots of children in her after-school arts & crafts club. I'm sure you will join
all of us on the staff team in wishing Nil the very best of luck as she embarks on this very exciting
journey. Thank you, Nil!
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https://www.facebook.com/The-Winns-Primary-School-505499596128319/
https://instagram.com/winnsprimary?utm_medium=copy_link
https://twitter.com/winnsprimary
https://thewinnsprimaryschool.co.uk/news/calendar/
http://www.thewinnsprimaryschool.co.uk/
mailto:office@winns.waltham.sch.uk
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/schools-education-and-learning/apply-primary-school/how-apply-primary-school-place
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Waltham Forest

THE WINNS PRIMARY SCHOOL HAS ACHIEVED

ACCREDITATION

We have been awarded Gold in recognition of achievement
in the TfL Travel for Life prograsmnme, supporting the next
generation of Londoners to travel towards a brighter,
safer and more sustainable future.
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Help your child grow and thrive!

Family Learning

Our family learning programme delivers a variety of courses, workshops and events both in person,
online and at different venues in Waltham Forest - courses and workshops are free for families.

List of upcoming courses / workshops

Course Title Venue Date Time Day

Calm Parents, Calm | Leyton Children and 10.01.2024 10:00 - | Wednesday

Children Family Hub Queens 12:00 pm

5 weeks Road

Families make a bird | The Junction Centre 20.01.2024 10:00- Saturday

feeder El1 12:00pm

Monthly Craft Club Queens Road leaming | 20.1.2024 10-12pm | Saturday
centre

Storytelling and crafts | Walthamstow Library 03.02.2024 12:30- Saturday

for Chinese New 2:30pm

Year

Valentines crafts for | Walthamstow Library 10.02.2024 12:30- Saturday

your loved ones 2:30pm

Family craft Lea Bridge Road 14.02.2024 1:16 - Saturday

workshop — Half term | Library 3:15pm

If you have any questions regarding family leaming activities, please contact
- cherie.cowan-smith@walthamforest.gov.uk Curriculum Manager Family Leaming

Enrol now through our website - www.lbwfadultlearning.co.uk

For more information email adult.learning@walthamforest.gov.uk
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Specialist Education Services
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Waltham Forest

SEND Family Support Groups - Spring Term 2024

Open to parents and carers of children aged 5-18 with SEND in mainstream schools in Waltham Forest. Come along
and share experiences, discuss ideas, explore resources and develop a support network. All led by specialist
Advisory Teachers.

ADHD

Down’s Syndrome

Autism

Friday 12th January
11-12 pm

Friday 1st March
11-12 pm

Wednesday 31st January
11-12 pm

Wednesday 20th March
11-12 pm

Friday 2nd February
11-12 pm

Thursday 8th February
11-12pm

Friday 15th March
11-12 pm

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adhd-parent-support-group-with-
wf-parent-forum-tickets-790986139837 ?aff=oddtdtcreator
Onsite at Gill House, 99c Leyton Green Road, E10 6DB

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/efadhd-parent-sup port-group-with-
wf-parent-forum-only-for-wf-parentcarer-tickets-793177163247
Onsite at Gill House, 99c Leyton Green Road, E10 6DB

' https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/downs-syndrome-family-support-

group-only-for-wf-parentscarers-tickets-793078247387
Onsite at Flourish Learning Trust E17 4AZ or Online

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/downs-syndrome-family-support-
group-tickets-793325928207 ?aff=oddtdtcreator
Onsite at Flourish Learning Trust E17 4AZ or Online

- https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autism-parent-support-group-

with-wf-parent-forum-tickets-793090122907
Onsite at Gill House, 99¢ Leyton Green Road, E10 6DB

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autism-parent-support-group-
tickets-793105920157 ?aff=oddtdtcreator
Onsite at Flourish Learning Trust, E17 4AZ or Online

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autism-parent-support-group-
tickets-793291986687 ?aff=oddtdtcreator
Onsite at Flourish Learning Trust, E17 4AZ or Online


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/downs-syndrome-family-support-group-only-for-wf-parentscarers-tickets-793078247387

The Winns
Primary School

Attendance Leaflet for Parents/Carers

Why is school attendance important?

Pupils with good attendance are more likely to do well at school. When pupils miss school, even if the time period is very
short, it can lead to gaps in their learning which might make future lessons more difficult for them.

Regular attendance helps pupils to feel part of the school community and enables them to develop good relationships with
their peers and other members of the school community. This can have a positive impact on their wellbeing and help them
to feel more settled in school.

When a pupil attends school every day, it helps to establish good routines and habits for their later life.

What does the law say?

It is a legal requirement for schools to keep a record of attendance and the reasons for any absences. There are clear
guidelines set out by the government about how schools should manage attendance and schools are expected to follow
these.

Only the headteacher can officially authorise an absence but, unless there is a concern, other staff will usually do this on
their behalf. Parents and carers should provide reasons for absences to enable the school to decide whether or not to
authorise the absence based on government guidelines.

Parents and carers must ensure that their child attends school regularly. Failure to do so, without good reason, is an offence,
even if they are missing school without your knowledge. Parents and carers of children with unauthorised absences may
be subject to a fixed penalty notice/legal action.

What are the different types of absence?
There are two broad categories of absence:

Authorised absence: This is an absence that has been authorised by the school for a legitimate medical, emergency or
unavoidable situation.

Typical examples of authorised absence include:
¢ illness that means a child is too unwell to come to school;

» following NHS advice regarding remaining off school following a period of iliness (in the case of certain infectious
ilinesses);

« an emergency medical or dental appointment;
« the recent death of a close family member;

« religious observance, as long as certain conditions are met.

Unauthorised absence: This is where a pupil’'s absence is for a reason deemed to be unacceptable by the school or where
the reason for a pupil's absence has not been provided and cannot be established.
Some examples of unauthorised absence include:

» |looking after a younger sibling;

« time off for birthday celebrations;

e a family holiday (unless there are exceptional circumstances);

¢ oversleeping;

« shopping trips or days out;

« waiting in for a delivery.

Belong, Explore, Grow, Achieve
Find us online, on Facebook and on Instagram
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Why is it important that my child is on time each day?

When children are late to school, they may initially feel unsettled and they might miss important information and activities.

Schools are required to record late arrivals. If pupils arrive after the start of the school day but when the register is still open,
it will be recorded as a late mark. If pupils arrive after the register closes (which government guidelines state must be within
30 minutes of the register opening), then their morning mark will be recorded as an unauthorised absence, unless evidence
can be provided that there are exceptional circumstances that led to the late arrival.

How does occasional absence affect my child?

Missing occasional days from schocl may seem unimportant at the time; however, this can have a significant impact on
your child in the long term:

% of attendance in a school Number of days absent Weeks missed
year
98% 4 Less than 1 week
95% 9.5 Nearly 2 weeks
90% 19 Nearly 4 weeks
85% | 285 Nearly 6 weeks

A pupil with 85% attendance is missing nearly half a term of learning time each school year.

Regular absences can result in poorer outcomes over time. Research shows that pupils who miss between 10% and 20%
of school (which is between half and one day per week on average) stand only a 35% chance of achieving five or more
good GCSEs, compared to 73% of those who miss fewer than 5% of school days.

Late arrivals also add up over time — being 10 minutes late each day adds up to two weeks of lost learning time over the
whole school year.

What about medical appointments?

We understand that pupils need to attend medical and dental appointments and that it is not always possible to arrange
this outside of school time. However, we would request that any non-emergency appointments are made for outside of the
schoal day as this keeps the disruption to a minimum and ensures that they do not miss important lessons.

Why won’t the school usually authorise absence for a family holiday?

We recognise that family vacations during the school holidays can be expensive and that booking a cheaper term-time
holiday might be tempting. However, headteachers can only authorise leave during term fime if there are exceptional
circumstances, even if your child has an excellent attendance record or if you believe that the reason for the absence is
justified.

Parents and carers should plan their holidays around school holidays and avoid asking for pemmission to take their children
out of school unless it is absolutely unavoidable.

there are exceptional circumstances, then a request can be made to the school using our absence request form by clicking
the link https:/ftinyurl.com/yc6r389n or contacting the school office.

Belong, Explore, Grow, Achieve
Find us online, on Facebook and on Instagram
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Requests for term-time absences should be made as soon as possible. However, we recognise that in some rare instances,
this will not always be possible.

Requests for term-time absences will be considered on a case-by-case basis taking the facts, circumstances and any

supporting evidence into consideration. Leave of absence due to exceptional circumstances is at the discretion of the
headteacher. This includes the length of time that the leave will be granted for.

What is school refusal?

If your child is refusing to go to schoaol, this is known as ‘school refusal’. There are a number of different reasons for school
refusal, including general anxiety, worries about leaving home, problems with friends or peers, academic problems and
depression. Sometimes, the cause can be a combination of different factors.

If your child is refusing to attend school, you should let us know immediately so that we can work together to put a plan in
place to deal with any underlying issues and get your child back into school. The longer school refusal goes on, the more
difficult it is to address.

How do | request an absence in advance?
If you want to request authorisation for a planned absence, please use our absence request form which can be found here:
https://tinyurl.com/yc6r989n.

Paper copies of this form are also available from the school office.

Please submit any requests as early as possible as we may need to ask for additional information before we can consider
your request. Please do not make any plans until you have been told the outcome of your request.

Please be aware that we can only approve absences that are for exceptional circumstances so will be unable to authorise
family holidays in most cases.

How do | report an unplanned absence to the school?
Unexpected absences should be reported to school by:

Using the absence link https://tinyurl.com/vmemsv6v or you can call the school office. If there is no answer please
leave a clear message stating your child’s name, class and the reason for the absence.

Please report any absences by 9am or as soon as you become aware that your child will be absent.

In the case of iliness, the absence will usually be authorised unless there are grounds for concern that the illness may not

be genuine or that it might not be sufficient to require time off school. In these cases, the school may ask for additional
evidence, such as a doctor’'s note, appointment card, hospital letter or medical report. The school will not ask for this

additional evidence unnecessarily.

If you do not provide a reason for your child’s absence, we will contact you to find out why they are not in school.
Unexplained absences will be recorded as unauthorised.

Who should | contact if | have any questions or concerns about my child’s

attendance?
Allison Tokeley

[The information in this leaflet is based on our attendance policy which can be found on the school website or
paper copies provided upon request.]
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